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We wish to express our sincere gratitude to the Leitner Center for International Law 
and Justice at Fordham Law School for their generosity in co-sponsoring Machik 
Weekend 2014. 

The mission of the Leitner Center is to contribute to the promotion of social justice 
around the world by encouraging knowledge of and respect for international law and 
international human rights standards in particular. The Center furthers this goal by 
sponsoring education, scholarship, and human rights advocacy, and facilitating col-
laboration among law students, scholars, and human rights defenders in the United 
States and abroad.

About Machik Weekend

Machik Weekend is an annual gathering for dialogue, exploration and under-
standing among people who share a passion for service and civic engagement 
in Tibet. It is a unique space of sharing and discussion about path-breaking 
service projects, dynamic leaders and resilient communities in Tibet. Through  
discussions, new discoveries and friendships, participants reach deeper un-
derstanding of conditions in Tibet, and work together to create new means of 
engagement and possibility for a stronger future in Tibet. 

About Machik

Machik is a nonprofit organization working to develop new opportunities for 
education, capacity building and innovation in Tibet. Machik’s work is currently 
organized around six program areas: the Chungba Project, Summer Enrich-
ment Programs, Women’s Initiative, Youth Leadership, Social Entrepreneurship, 
and Governance. To learn more, visit www.machik.org.
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Dear Friends,

བཀྲ་ཤིས་བདེ་ལེགས། 
Welcome to the 8th Annual Machik Weekend!

It’s been a long journey since we first began Machik Weekend in a 

friend’s living room in 2007.  What we discovered then – and what 

we keep learning every year – is that there is enormous passion in 

the global community to be part of a conversation about community-

building in Tibet.  

Now, hosting Machik Weekend is one of the highlights of our year.  

We know you’ll be coming from all corners of North America and 

beyond, and we’re happy that we will all be reuniting with old friends 

and getting to know new ones.  Most of all, we’re excited to know 

you’re all coming to be part of a global conversation about strength-

ening communities in Tibet – whether through hands-on work on ed-

ucation, healthcare, entrepreneurship and environmental protection, 

or through research and dialogue on policy issues and governance.

This year we’re focusing on the theme of Social Innovation and Tibet.  

We’ll begin with the question of, what is “social innovation”?  What 

does it mean to be a “social innovator”?  How might we all become 

involved in growing the space for more creative innovation in soci-

ety?  Our intention is not to narrowly define what “social innovation” 

necessarily means, but rather to use the theme as a way of shaping 

our collective conversations through all the panels and discussions 

through the weekend.   
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We’re very happy to have onboard a fabulous roster of presenters 

and facilitators who represent a broad spectrum of opinion-makers, 

civic leaders and creatives of all types.  We feel especially fortunate 

to have as featured speakers two incredibly dynamic community de-

velopment leaders from Tibet itself – people who have dedicated 

themselves to building our communities from the ground up, and 

who are getting the job done, every single day.

We’ve also added a few brand new features to the format that we 

believe will help you connect with one another.  In addition to the Fri-

day afternoon Engagement Fair and the extended discussion groups 

on Sunday, we’re also introducing a keynote roundtable on Saturday 

morning, as well small group breakout sessions during Saturday af-

ternoon.   

Last but certainly not least, we’re just happy to be seeing you all 

personally over the next three days.  Thank you for being part of the 

Machik community and looking forward to growing the conversation 

about creating a brighter future for Tibet!

Thank you,

2014 Machik Weekend Organizing Team
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Machik Charter for Engagement
THIS WE KNOW

    We live in uncertain times. As the new millennium unfolds, we find ourselves caught in the 
tired politics of the past while our Tibetan sisters and brothers on the plateau bear the burden of 
marginalization and dispossession. Yet in this moment of political exhaustion, something new is 
stirring. Guided by a social vision that places unyielding faith in the promise and decency of hu-
manity, a collective desire to seek new pathways toward meaningful and transformative change 
is now awakening. The change we seek requires a new political and moral imagination—one that 
trusts in humanity’s potential to embrace a politics of love over a politics of fear.

THIS WE BELIEVE
    In these uncertain times, there is an urgent need to redefine the collective task that lies 
ahead. Any meaningful change for Tibet will require a collective response from the heart—one 
that transcends differences of language, culture, region, ethnicity, religion, history and education. 
The challenges of our times can only be solved by working in solidarity and partnership across 
political, cultural and linguistic divides. Where there is mistrust and resentment, we must work to 
bring confidence and understanding. Where there is despair and desperation, we must work to 
inspire hope and empowerment. Where there is cynicism and hostility, we must build faith in the 
possibility of creating a shared stake in transformative change. And as we seek to breach the gap 
between the promise of our ideals and the reality of our times, we must find the courage to cross 
uncharted terrain as we re-envision our broken world as one animated by an abiding human love.

THIS WE RESOLVE
    Engagement. As Tibet approaches a new threshold, we commit ourselves to engaging di-
rectly with the challenges facing Tibetans on the plateau—challenges such as that of language 
and cultural loss, economic marginalization, resource distribution, land management and the de-
livery of quality education, healthcare and other social services.

    Solidarity. We commit ourselves to this direct engagement as an act of love and solidarity 
with Tibetans in Tibet. We know the wrongs of the past, but we choose to look to the future—the 
future of those who make their lives on the Tibetan plateau and the future their children will inherit.

    Nonviolence. Our commitment to engagement is firmly rooted in the principle of nonvio-
lence. Knowing that all life is interdependent and that we are caught in a web of mutuality, we are 
determined to become the change we seek by finding pathways to social change that value and 
respect every human life.

    Building New Capacity. As we seek to engage directly in helping build the future of Tibet, 
our priority should be to invest in Tibetans themselves. By creating new opportunities for building 
capacity, knowledge and experience, we will empower a new generation of Tibetans to develop 
the skills and competence necessary to steward their communities into the future.

    Building a New Consensus. In embracing the principle of engagement, we commit our-
selves to forging a new consensus on the future of Tibet. We will gather and form a new global 
community around this consensus—one that includes citizens of China as well as that of the 
world—and through these partnerships, synergies and new bonds of trust, we will find our best 

hope for meaningful, transformative change for Tibet.

Add your voice to the Charter for Engagement by visiting the Charter for Engagement table! 

www.charterforengagement.com



Machik Weekend 2014 | 3  

Program At A Glance

MACHIK FORUM: Saturday, 22 November 2014 

ENGAGEMENT FAIR: Friday, 21 November 2014

8:00 - 9:00 am Registration/Breakfast & Networking

9:00 - 9:15 am Opening Session

9:15 - 9:30 am Engaging Tibet

9:30 - 10:15 am Keynote Speaker

10:15 - 10:30 am Break

10:30 - 12:00 pm KEYNOTE ROUNDTABLE: Innovation & 
Social Change

12:00 - 1:15 pm Lunch

1:15 - 1:40 pm Featured Storyteller

1:30 - 2:50 pm Panel: Creative Crossings

2:50 - 3:00 pm Launch | Celebrating Khelen

3:00 - 4:30 pm BREAKOUT GROUPS

4:30 - 5:00 pm Closing Plenary 

4:00 - 8:00 pm Tibet Engagement Fair
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10:30 - 11:30 am Social Innovation & Tibet

11:30 - 1:30 am Small Group Discussions/Brunch

1:30 - 2:00 pm Closing

SPIRIT NIGHT: Saturday EVENING

CONVERSATION COMMONS: Sunday, 23 November 

7:00 pm Machik Spirit Night



8:00 - 9:00 am  REGISTRATION/Breakfast &
Networking Session

9:00 - 9:15 am OPENING SESSION
Tenzin Noryang & Tenzin Nangkyi, 2014 Machik 
Weekend Co-chairs

9:15 - 9:30 am Engaging Tibet
Dr. Losang Rabgey, Machik, Co-Founder, Executive 
Director

9:30 - 10:15 am KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Innovating 
Conservation in Tibet
Kunchok Palzang, Conservationist and Rangeland 
Management Specialist
Phurbu Samdrup, Machik, Field Officer,

10:15 - 10:30 am BREAK

10:30 - 10:40 am Moving Forward
Dr. Tashi Rabgey, Research Professor, Elliott School of 
International Affairs, George Washington University

10:40 - 12:00 pm KEYNOTE ROUNDTABLE: 
Innovation & Social Change
Moderator: Dr. Tashi Rabgey

Panelists: 
Thupten Woeser, Community Development Specialist
Dr. Ananya Vajpeyi, Intellectual Historian, Global 
Ethics Fellow, Carnegie Council for Ethics
Samphel Lhalungpa, International Development Spe-
cialist, Former UNICEF Representative
Kunchok Palzang, Conservationist
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Panels
MACHIK FORUM: Saturday, November 22, 2014



Group 1 | 9th Floor 05   	 Group 2 | 9th Floor 04	  Group 3 | 9th Floor 01
Group 4 | 8th Floor 01	 Group 5 | 7th Floor 02	  Group 6 | 7th Floor 03
Group 7 | 4th Floor 03	 Group 8 | 4th Floor 04	  Group 9 | 4th Floor 05 
Group 10 | 4th Floor 06	 Group 11 | 3rd Floor 05 	  Group 12 | 3rd Floor 06
Group 13 | 3rd Floor 07	 Group 14 | 3rd Floor 08	  Group 15 | Constantino
Group 16 | Constantino	 Group 17 | Constantino 	   Group 18 | Constantino
Group 19 | Soden 	 Group 20 | Bateman

12:00 - 1:15 pm LUNCH

1:15 - 1:40 pm FEATURED STORYTELLER:
Tsering Dhompa, A Home in Tibet
“The Narrative of Place & Space: Where Am I?”
Introduced by Tenzin Dicky, Writer & Translator

1:40 - 2:50 pm PANEL: Creative Crossings
Moderator: Losang Gyatso, Contemporary Tibetan 
Artist, Founder, Mechak Online Gallery

Panelists: 
Khashem Gyal, Photographer & Filmmaker, Amilolo
Paul Miller (DJ Spooky), Artist, Writer & Musician, 
National Geographic Emerging Explorer
Asher Jay, Creative conservationist & National Geo-
graphic Emerging Explorer

2:50 - 3:00 pm LAUNCH | Celebrating Khelen
Wangmo Gyatotsang:  Program Officer, Machik
Pencho Rabgey & Tsering Rabgey, Founders, Chun-
gba School 

3:00 - 4:30 pm BREAKOUT GROUPS

4:30 - 5:00 pm CLOSING PLENARY
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CONVERSATION COMMONS: Sunday, November 23, 2014

Arts & Creativity | 3rd Floor Room 05
Identity & Immigrant Experiences | 3rd Floor Room 06 
Education & Community Service | 3rd Floor Room 08  

Gender & Social Inequality | Bateman Room 
Conservation | 4th Floor Room 03

Health & Wellness | 4th Floor Room 04
Social Entrepreneurship | 4th Floor Room 05 

Chinese Engagement | 4th Floor Room 06

10:30 - 11:30 am PANEL: Conversation Commons

Panelists: 
Phurbu Samdrup, Field Officer, Machik
Tamding Wangdu, Founder, Tibet Village Project
Dechen Tsering & Tsechu Dolma, ACHA
Kunsang Kelden, Convener, Gathering of Tibetans of 
Mixed Parentage

11:30 - 1:30 pm Small Group Discussions/Brunch

1:30 - 2:00 pm CLOSING
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Speakers and Presenters

Kunchok Palzang is a Tibetan from Ngawa who has been 
working in the field to build sustainable Tibetan communi-
ties and promote environmental conservation in eastern Ti-
bet. He has worked closely with Tibetan nomadic communi-
ties on environmental issues such as desertification, climate 
change, waste management and water protection. He part-
ners with other local environmental organizations to create 
community-based approaches to change people’s environ-
mental protection attitudes and practices, and explore pos-
sible ways to address present problems and future needs. 
Through his efforts,  Palzang has engaged local Tibetan 
communities in conservation by harnessing the local culture 
and traditions of the regions.

Kunchok Palzang Conservationist, Rangement 
Management Specialist 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Saturday Forum Speakers
Tsering Wangmo

 Dhompa 
Writer & Poet

Tsering Wangmo Dhompa is the author of three collections 
of poetry: My rice tastes like the lake, In the Absent Everyday 
and Rules of the House (all from Apogee Press, Berkeley). 
My rice tastes like the lake was a finalist for the Northern 
California Independent Bookseller’s Book of the Year Award 
for 2012.  Dhompa’s first non-fiction book, A Home in Tibet 
was published by Penguin, India, in September 2013. She 
teaches creative writing and is pursuing a PhD degree in Lit-
erature at the University of California in Santa Cruz.

MACHIK WEEKEND 2014
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Asher Jay is a designer, artist, writer, and activist who uses 
creative concepts and design to advance animal rights, 
sustainable development, and humanitarian causes. After 
receiving at Parsons the New School of Design, she found 
her way back to her primary passion in wildlife conserva-
tion. A staunch supporter of animal welfare, wildlife con-
servation and sustainable development, she found herself 
using her artistic prowess and writing to raise awareness 
through collaborations with scientists, non-profits and 
other kindred change agents. Over the years she has pro-
duced several graphic campaigns, written many poems, 
stories and articles, pieced together collections and can-
vases, and spoken at conferences, academic institutions 
and private salons to evoke hope and action in favor of a 
wild future.

Asher Jay
Creative conservationist & 

National Geographic 
Emerging Explorer

Khashem Gyal graduated from Qinghai Nationalities 
University with a major in Tibetan Literature. He is a key 
member of the Plateau Photographers and founder of the 
Amilolo Film Group, dedicated to educating young Tibet-
ans about digital video production and encouraging a new 
generation of Tibetan filmmakers. Khashem Gyal has di-
rected numerous short films about Tibetan life and culture. 
His  first full-length documentary film Valley of the Heroes 
offers a rare glimpse at a pivotal moment of cultural and lin-
guistic transition among Tibetans and Muslims in Hualong 
County, a remote community in Amdo, Tibet. 

Khashem Gyal
Photographer/Filmmaker

Ananya Vajpeyi works at the intersection of intellectual 
history, political theory and critical philology. She is cur-
rently writing a book about the life and ideas of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar. Ananya is an Associate Fellow at the Centre 
for the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi. She is 
a Global Ethics Fellow with the Carnegie Council for Eth-
ics in International Affairs. She is the author of Righteous 
Republic: The Political Foundations of Modern India. She 
writes regularly for the Hindu, the Calcutta Telegraph, and 
Caravan magazine.

Ananya Vajpeyi
Intellectual Historian,Global 

Ethics Fellow  , Carnegie 
Council for Ethics in Interna-

tional Affairs
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Losang Gyatso is an artist and founder of mechakgallery. 
com and New Tibet Art on Facebook. He was born in Tibet, 
spent his formative years in India and Britain, and immigrated 
to the United States in 1974. After studying advertising at 
the Academy of Art in San Francisco he became an award 
winning director in New York City. Gyatso has also operated 
Tibetan restaurants in NYC and San Francisco, and played 
the role of Lord Chamberlain in Martin Scorsese’s Kundun. 
Gyatso is currently engaged in developing Tibetan language 
media and building a body of artworks that explore Tibetan 
ideas and aesthetics. Gyatso designed Machik’s logo.

Losang Gyatso
Contemporary

Tibetan Artist

Thupten Woeser was born in Kham, Tibet. He did an Eng-
lish Training Program in Qinghai Normal University for four 
years and later earned his Master’s Degree in sociology 
from Silliman University in the Philippines. He is currently 
working for Winrock International, a nonprofit organization 
that works in Tibet and around the world. For the past six 
years, he has been working in rural Tibetan communities 
assessing their livelihood needs and identifying environmen-
tal challenges to provide practical solutions. He has also 
worked in nomadic resettlements in Qinghai Province for a 
long period of time to improve their living conditions during 
their difficult transitions from one life style to another. 

Thupten Woeser
Community Development 

Specialist

Dr. Losang Rabgey holds a PhD in gender and anthropol-
ogy from the University of London School of Oriental and 
African Studies where she was the first Tibetan to become 
a Commonwealth Scholar. Losang and her sister Dr Tashi 
Rabgey co-founded Machik, whose mission is to seed so-
cial innovation in Tibet. In 2006, Losang was recognized by 
the National Geographic Society as one of eight Emerging 
Explorer from around the world for her innovative work in 
bridging cultural divides. She also serves on the Steering 
Committee of the National Geographic Society’s Geno-
graphic Legacy Fund. 

Dr. Losang Rabgey
Co-founder & Executive 

Director, Machik
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Tashi Rabgey is a Research Professor of International Af-
fairs at the Elliott School, specializing in contemporary Tibet 
and Sino-Tibetan affairs. Through interdisciplinary research 
initiatives she has led on public policy and governance in Ti-
bet, Professor Rabgey’s work has enabled new inquiries into 
the institutional structure and process of China’s policymak-
ing in Tibet. Before joining the Elliott School, Professor Rab-
gey was a faculty member of the University of Virginia East 
Asia Center where she was co-director of the University of 
Virginia Tibet Center. She holds a Ph.D. from Harvard Univer-
sity specializing in political and legal anthropology, as well as 
law degrees from Oxford and Cambridge where she studied 
as a Rhodes scholar. 

Dr. Tashi Rabgey
Research Professor of

International Affairs 

Paul D. Miller’s performances, recordings, art installations, 
and writings immerse audiences in a blend of genres and 
raises awareness about climate change, sustainability, global 
culture, the role of technology in society. Some of his recent 
projects include “The Book of Ice”, an experiential visual and 
acoustic portrait of Antarctica’s disappearing environment, 
and “Nauru Elegies,” a multi-media exploration of problems 
facing the South Pacific island of Nauru. He also founded 
Vanuatu Pacifica Foundation, a sustainable arts center on the 
island of Vanuatu. Miller first rose to fame as hip-hop turnta-
blist “DJ Spooky” and is now a respected lecturer and per-
former at prestigious arts institutions and universities. 

Paul D. Miller
Composer, Writer, 
& Musician, 2014 
National Geographic 

Emerging Explorer 

Mr. Samphe Lhalungpa was born in Darjeeling, India, later 
moving to New Delhi, the UK, and then Canada. For twenty-
three years, he worked for UNICEF in Burma, Sudan, Laos, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, and Turkmenistan on a variety of proj-
ects, many involving education in conflict. He has worked 
with countless national and local governments, NGOs and 
CBOs, donor partners, and national and subnational groups 
to take solutions based approaches to global issues. Since 
retiring, Samphe has undertaken two long term missions for 
UNICEF in Haiti and Nigeria and is a fundraising coordinater 
on the Tibetan Resettlement Project Ottawa.

Samphe 
Lhalungpa

 Former UNICEF 
Representative
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Dechen Tsering was raised in Nepal, India and the United 
States. She has a B.A. from Antioch College in Ohio in En-
vironmental Studies and a Masters in Public Health degree 
from Tulane University in New Orleans. She is the director 
of Sisterhood for Wellness project at Community Health for 
Asian Americans, a nonprofit in Oakland, CA that promotes 
behavioral health and wellness among underserved com-
munities. Dechen is a trained domestic violence counselor 
and works with survivors in the Bay Area Himalayan com-
munity. Dechen is passionate about social justice, gender 
issues and women’s leadership and co-founded ACHA-
Himalayan Sisterhood. 

Dechen Tsering
Co-Founder, ACHA

Sunday Speakers

Phurbu Samdrup was born in Nyingtri, Tibetan Autono-
mous Region, and received his education in Inland China. 
He graduated from Beijing Foreign Studies University in 
business administration. Prior to joining Machik, Samdrup 
co-founded an organization called Kimshi, a platform for 
thousands of Tibetan college students studying in Inland 
China to network and explore opportunities to serve Tibet-
an communities. Samdrup was a volunteer during Machik’s 
2012 Summer Enrichment Program. 

Phurbu Samdrup
Field Officer, Machik
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Tamdin Wangdu received a B.A. in Business Administra-
tion from the University of Colorado in Boulder, and worked 
for Accenture as IT Consultant for several years prior to 
becoming the executive director of TVP. n memory of his 
father, Tamdin started the Tibetan Village Project in 2001 
to fund a medical treatment and prevention program in his 
village. In the years since, TVP has expanded its programs 
to support community development with a focus on social 
enterprise program that include skills training, business ed-
ucation and enterprise loans. 

Tsechu was raised in Tibet, Nepal and India. She is the 
co-founder of Yulha Fund, an initiative working on building 
climate resilience and alleviating poverty in the Himalayas. 
Tsechu is currently finishing her Master of Public Adminis-
tration in Economic and Sustainable Development at Co-
lumbia University School of International and Public Affairs. 
She co-runs websites glacierhub.org and merabsarpa.
com with her friends and mentors. Tsechu was honored 
as a Brower Youth Award recipient 2014 and Udall Scholar 
2013. Tsechu is interested in the intersections of gender, 
economic development and sustainability. 

Tamdin Wangdu
Founder, Tibetan 

Village Project

Tsechu
Co-Founder, 
Yulha  Fund

Born in New York City to a Tibetan father and a Kalmyk-
Mongolian mother in New Jersey, Kunsang Kelden is one 
of the co-founders and contributors to the blog project Lha-
kar Diaries, where she writes about identity and contempo-
rary issues in Tibetan diaspora. Kunsang was one of the 
organizers of the first ever gathering of Tibetans of mixed 
parentage convened in London in June 2014. While intern-
ing at the Conservancy for Tibetan Art and Culture, she 
helped to organise the first International Buddhism Confer-
ence in Ulaan Baatar, Mongolia. Kunsang is currently study-
ing Performance and Culture at Goldsmiths, University of 
London and is a recent recipient of the Graduate Scholar-
ship of the Dalai Lama Trust.

Kunsang 
Kelden

 Convener, Gathering of 
Tibetans of 

Mixed Parentage
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Facilitators
Tenzin Kunsal, Social Enterprise fellow, Minnesota
Chelsea Hall, Tibetan Translations, LLC
Samphel Lhalungpa, Former UNICEF Representative
Tenzin Dechen, Research Analyst, Beth Israel Medical Center
Nawang Tekan, Masters Student, York University
Tsering Dolker, Sophomore, Trent University
Elizabeth Tseng, Former Machik SEP Coordinator
Dechen Tsering, ACHA
Tsering Dhompa, Author, A Home in Tibet
Tenzin Jangchup, Officer, United States Public Health Service
Tsetan Lobsang, Co-Founder, Lamton 
Sonia Jarrett, Medical Student
Dickyi Yangzom, PhD student, Yale University
Tenzin Dechen, Machik Volunteer
Robert Ertel, Advisory Board Member, Machik
Tenzin Dolker, Program Analyst, Ford Foundation
Tenzin Choerap, Co-Founder, Lamton
Lugyal Bhum, Masters Student, University of Delware
Tenzin Palkyi, Program Officer
Tenzin Chokki, Student, Tufts University
Pema McGuinness, Director, Rabin Martin
Ron Awde, Advisory Board Member, Machik
Lydia Nagelhout, Student, Columbia University
Chemi Dolma, Masters Student, Columbia University
Tsering Dolma, Leadership Fellow, Broadbent Institute
Vidya Srinivasan, Student, Tufts University
Tsechu Dolma, Masters Student, Columbia University
Chris Fletcher, Machik Volunteer
Tamding Wangdu, Founder, Tibet Village Project
Tenzin Nordon, Education Liason, Get Ready Program
Phurbu Samdrup, Field Officer, Machik
Tenzi Doleck, PhD student, 
Tenzing Tekan, Development Manager, Machik
Dorjee Dolma, Masters Student, Columbia University
Serto Kyi, Masters Student, Brandeis University
Tenzin Pelkyi, Law Student, University of Minnesota 
Tenzin Tselha, Senior, Georgetown University
Sang Mota, Domestic Violence Counselor
Yaqiu Wang, Machik Volunteer & Machik Weekend Advisor
James Liao, Chief Operating Officer, Dream Corps
Lexi Wang, Sophomore, Columbia University
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Spirit Night
SATURDAY November 22, 7PM 

SPIRIT NIGHT is an evening of live entertainment featuring artists of various 
genres Machik will present the 2014 Machik Spirit Award and the 2014 Youth 
Spirit Award.

Doors open at 6:30PM; General admission $30, Student $20.

PERFORMERS

SPIRIT NIGHT VENUE
Subud Chelsea Center
230 West 28th Street (Between 7th & 8th Ave)
New York, NY 10001

subudnewyork.org

SUBWAY DIRECTIONS
The Subud Center is conveniently located in midtown Manhattan, and is easily ac-
cessible by subway:

	      to 34th Street – Penn Station (4 blocks)

		           to 34th Street – Herald Square

Phurbu Lhamo - Tenzin Wangchuk - DJ Spooky
Dance Troupe from Lamton Minnesota - Ngawang Samphel

 Shenpenn Khymsar 
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Plateau Photographers is an organization focusing on digital storytelling and 
cultural documentation in Tibet. Working with photography and other forms of 
digital technology, this dynamic group of documentarians and artists has pro-
vided a platform for young Tibetans from rural areas to learn and develop skills in 

multimedia storytelling.

Machik was proud to sponsor Plateau Photographers’ One Day in Xining, a 
photographic documentation project that took nine college students from rural 
Tibetan areas into different corners of the historic city to capture an urban space 

in transformation.

A special photo exhibition by Plateau Photographers will be on display throughout 
the weekend. Photographer Khashem Gyal will be present to share more about 

the group and discuss opportunities for collaboration. 

Signed photos on display are available for sale.

www.plateauphotographers.com

PHOTO EXHIBIT



Machik Weekend Timeline

In the fall of 2007, friends gathered in a crowded rowhouse in Washington D.C. for a conversa-
tion on the challenges of working inside Tibet in these troubled times. It was the beginning of an 
annual tradition we call Machik Weekend. In November 2013, we took our annual weekend of 
conversation on the road for the first time.

For all who joined us on our maiden voyage to NYC - from old-timers to first-timers, from those 
who flew in from across the country to the good folks in Queens who welcomed us so warmly - 
we are amazed and heartened by your support for civic engagement and grassroots change in 
Tibet. We are excited to continue this tradition with you, and journey towards the next chapters 
of this timeline together.

Working together, we have what it takes to 
make Tibet’s future stronger.
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One of the best things about being a global community organizer is having 
the chance to meet and work with people who share a great passion in life.

For us, this means working with people, far and wide, who’ve made the choice 
to roll up their sleeves and work for a brighter future for Tibet.  

So, inspired by each of you and your amazing energy and spirit for Tibet, we’re 
launching IamMachik, a new Tumblr blog to record and share images of our 

Machik community organizers in action!

http://iammachik.org

Designed for Machik by Wangdu Duntak.

Wangdu Duntak is the founder and CEO of TAK Creative, a graphic and design com-
pany that works with international businesses and organizations. As a creative design 
consultant, Wangdu has used his professional expertise in graphic design and com-
munications to develop marketing initiatives for businesses and organizations across 
North America. He has also served as pro bono graphic artist and design consultant 

for Machik. Email: wduntak@gmail.com



Machik Weekend 2014 | 19  

GET INVOLVED
< Sign the Machik Charter for Engagement
www.charterforengagement.com

< Organize Machik WeekendX (MWX)
MWx is a locally hosted and organized mobile Machik Weekend. Bring the spirit of 
Machik Weekend to your community! 

< Pledge your birthday
Dedicate your birthday to education in Tibet, and help first generation Tibetan students 
attend high school and college. Email us your birthdate and we’ll take care of the rest!

< Give your time
Join our intern/volunteer team. Volunteers with graphic design/video editing experience 
are especially welcome!

< Donate
Join our White Crane Circle. For as little as $10 each month, you can help support 
programs that reach local Tibetan communities in Tibet.

info@machik.org 
WWW.MACHIK.ORG
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MACHIK WEEKEND 2014 
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Chair: Tenzin Nangkyi and Tenzin Noryang

Engagement Fair Coordinators: Dorjee Dolma, Tenzin Palyon
 & Chemi Lama

Spirit Night Coordinators: Tenzin Drukdak & Sonam Diki

Volunteer Coordinator: Phuntsok Tashi & Changchup Choedon

Design Team: Wangdu Duntak, Tseten Tekan & Shani Shih 

Program Interns: Katie Centabar, Gabrielle Ross, Pema Namseling, 
Yishan Ding, and Piyali Das

Machik Weekend would not be possible without the generous time and 
support from all our volunteers. We extend our deepest gratitude to our 
entire volunteer team!

Lydia Nagelhout
Sonia Jarrett
Lexi Wang
Sonam Diki
Tenzing Doleck
Tenzing Pelky
Nyimma Dolkar
Diki Paldron
Tenzing Lama

Alexandra Corazza
Kunga Lhakyi
Tenzin Phagdol
Tenzing Peldun
Tenzin Dolkar
Chemi Dolma
Linnea Westerkam 
Phurbu Dolma
Shenphen Khymser

Tenzin Tsewang
Tenzin Yangzom
Sonam Peki
Phurbu Dolma
Jhangchup Wangmo
Chemi Lama
Angela Nawang
Tenzin Dechen 
Tenzin Tselha

Advisory Team: Tenzin Dolker, Mingyur Paldron, Jigme Duntak, Tsetan Lobsang, 
Nawang Tekan, Yaqiu Wang, Ellie McCutcheon, and Elizabeth Tseng.

There are so many people who have worked so hard to make this year’s Machik 
Weekend happen. We sincerely apologize if any names have been unintentionally 
omitted from this list! 

Thank you for your contributions!
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Washington, DC 20009
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e-mail info@machik.org
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